
Rule 5. Discretionary Grant Funds

A. Application Process

The Legal Services Advisory Committee shall solicit applications for funding for the provision
of qualified legal services in civil matters to eligible clients, including programs which organize
members of the private bar to perform services and programs for qualified alternative dispute
resolution.

B. Requests for Proposal

Requests for proposal shall be prepared by the Legal Services Advisory Committee specifying
the requirements with which applicants must comply. At a minimum applicants must furnish
statements about the nature of the proposed program, a proposed budget, and a description of the
organizational structure of the sponsoring agency.

C. Notice of Requests for Proposal

Notice of the requests for proposal shall be posted in the Bench and Bar, Finance and Commerce,
the St. Paul Legal Ledger and such other places as the Legal Services Advisory Committee deems
likely to give adequate notice to potential applicants at least 30 days prior to the application deadline.

D. Application Deadline

The request for proposal shall clearly state the application deadline. The Legal Services Advisory
Committee shall consider all applications submitted prior to the deadline.

E. Review and Recommendation

The Legal Services Advisory Committee shall review all applications within 90 days of the
deadline and recommend in writing to the Supreme Court the agencies and dollar amount of the
awards which it deems most suitable for receiving surcharge funding.

F. Award of Surcharge Funds by the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court, if it agrees with the recommendations of the Legal Services Advisory
Committee, shall contract with the agency to execute the proposed program within legal and
budgetary limitations. The funds shall be disbursed in the manner provided by contract.

G. Maintenance of Books and Records

Each recipient of an award of legal services surcharge funds shall maintain books and records
in accord with generally accepted accounting principles. The books and records shall account for
the receipt and expenditure of all funds appropriated from the surcharge. Within 90 days after the
close of the state fiscal year the recipient shall return any unexpended funds to the Supreme Court.
Books and records shall be maintained for a period of five years from the close of the fiscal year
in question or until audited whichever is sooner.
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